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The Greenway Commission meets the second Thursday of every month at 3:30 pm in 
the first floor conference room of City Hall.  
 
Mission (excerpted and paraphrased from ordinance):  
To promote the establishment of linear park areas known as greenways; to 
recommend steps for implementation of the Master Plan; to foster communication 
and coordination with individuals and community groups; to identify potential sites 
for acquisition; to conduct continuing research, planning, and feasibility assessment; 
and to advise City Council, the City Manager, and the Director of Parks, Recreation, 
and Cultural Arts.  
 
2010 Accomplishments and Actions: 

 
 The Commission presented their 2009 Annual Report to City Council. 
 The Commission supported Asheville Design Center’s proposal for funds to 

conduct a feasibility study along Smith Mill Creek. 
 Commission members attended tours of the future Town Branch Greenway 

corridor, Beaucatcher Overlook Park Greenway, and Enka Center-Hominy Creek, 
as well as a half-day orientation tour providing an introduction to key facilities, 
parks, staff and customers. 

  The Commission maintained a liaison to the Buncombe County Greenway 
Commission. 

 The Commission appointed a liaison to the Bike and Pedestrian Task Force. 
 The Commission requested that Department staff and the City Manager support to 

the greatest extent possible Asheville Design Center’s Blue Cross Blue Shield 
grant proposal to conduct a feasibility study of the Smith Mill Creek corridor.  

 The Commission recommended to City Council to adopt the resolution of intent 
to permanently close Federal Alley.  

 The Commission initiated the creation of a Greenways brochure for the City of 
Asheville with ties to Buncombe County. 

 The Commission supported the French Broad River Greenway by attending the 
ribbon cutting event in May. 

 The Commission reinstated the Community Relations Sub-committee. 
 The Commission recommended to City Council to adopt the resolution of intent 

to permanently close a portion of Davidson Drive. 
 The Commission heard a presentation on the French Broad MPO/NCDOT Long 

Range Transportation Plan and made recommendations to the MPO regarding 
project priority. 

 The Commission supported Buncombe County’s greenway master plan process. 
 The Commission supported the plan to include a greenway in the Enka Center 

property and supported the comments made APRCA staff as reflected in TRC 



report, and suggested that plans include sidewalks and bike lanes on all streets, 
that the City acquire a permanent easement for the greenway corridor to ensure 
public access, and that plan incorporate any appropriate stream restoration.  

 The Commission heard an update on the “River Arts District Transportation – A 
Section of the Wilma Dykeman Riverway” project team. 

 The Commission recommended to City Council to approve a resolution to support 
a $50,000 grant application by Buncombe County to the Metropolitan Planning 
Organization to support an update to the Buncombe County Greenway and Trails 
Master Plan. 

 The Commission recommended to City Council to adopt the resolution of intent 
to permanently close several portions of unopened rights of way and City streets 
within the Montford Commons area, and strongly recommended that any future 
development plan include the greenway connection as discussed in the site master 
plan. 

 The Commission heard updates on the Waller Tract land purchase. 
 The Commission considered updating the Greenways Scoring Analysis. 

 
Goals for 2011: 
 

 Improve public awareness of greenways 
 Relationship building with other private and government agencies 
 Encourage and promote greenway development, including identification of 

funding strategies 
 Promote integrated planning of greenways with planning for other modes of 

transportation 
 Support staff in implementation of current projects and planning for future 

projects 
 
2010 Members: 
 
Marc Hunt, Chair 
Marcia Bromberg, Vice Chair 
Jim Grode (came on in February) 
Stephen Jones (came on in February) 
Russell Pierce (left the board in February) 
Sue Barlow 
Stephanie Pankiewicz 
Glen Locascio 
 
 
 
 
 


