Asheville Area Riverfront Redevelopment Commission Meeting
February 14, 2013
Location: Asheville Area Chamber of Commerce Board Room

Member Attendees:  Chairman Pattiy Torno; Vice Chairman Joe Ferikes; Terry Meek; Woodfin Mayor Jerry Vehaun; Dan Hitchcock; George Morosani; Stephanie Brown; Peter Sprague
Absent from meeting: Carol Peterson; Ricky Silver; Asheville City Councilman Jan Davis; Karl Koon; Cindy Weeks, Pam Turner.
Staff: Shannon Capezzali; Stephanie Monson; City Attorney Bob Oast; Robert Griffin; Judy Daniels, Gary Jackson
Other attendees: Kate O’Hara; Wayne Wheeler; David King; Tom Gallaher; Rachel Larson; Ann Mundy

Chair Pattiy Torno opened the meeting at 4:05 pm.

ADMINISTRATIVE:
· The meeting has a quorum
· A motion was made by Meek to adopt the January minutes. The motion passed unanimously. 
· Welcome to New Board Member Peter Sprague, representative from Riverlink, and to tentative new member David King, incoming representative from Buncombe County.
· The 2012 AARRC Annual report draft is available for Commissioner’s review and suggestions. A rack card will be created. Terry Meek’s logo design was used as the template for the new AARRC logo which is open for discussion. 
OLD BUSINESS:
Torno lead a review of the proposed Ad Hoc Committee groups. 
· Commissioner volunteers are requested for the subcommittee chair positions. No volunteers were identified. 
· Several Commissioners identified their areas of interest for subcommittee attendance:
· Morosani- Development subcommittee
· Brown- EDC Liaison, Cleanup crew, Website
· Hitchcock- Cleanup crew, New Belgium
· Ferikes- Clean Up Crew, Craven Street infrastructure
· Weeks- Smokestack preservation
· Vehaun- Cleanup crew
· Torno- Website, long range planning





NEW BUSINESS:
· Brown asked if there are neighborhood listserves or newsletters that the AARRC can follow. 
· Weeks would like to organize a fundraiser Riverfront Bike trip. 
· Torno provided information about a personal, informational blog that she has developed to support the AARRC and the riverfront area by providing information and resources for visitors. This blog is a starting point for the development of a future, official AARRC website.
· Torno stated that the Buncombe County GIS website has a mechanism for documenting whether a property is in the floodplain, floodway, or both. She has asked them to add the flood area information to the property cards for the riverfront area to assist with information gathering. This information could be extended to all property cards in the future. 
· The 2013 Annual AARRC retreat will be held in either July or August in lieu of that month’s meeting. Commissioners are asked to propose retreat ideas. Some existing suggestions include hearing a presentation by Marshall Taylor about Floodplain management, and visiting the Lake Craig/ Azalea park project. 
· Judy Daniels will send Pattiy the timeline for the Lake Craig build-out schedule. 
Stephanie Monson presented information about three current City of Asheville projects:
· RAD TIP – the city is in negotiations for Phase 2 with the consultants from Phase 1
· Riverside Drive Strategic Plan - Work should begin in March and end in September. 
· Riverside Drive Strategic Plan – Welcome to Tom Gallagher, the Principal for Heritage Directions which is the firm that submitted the highest ranking RFQ for the project. The goal is to prepare a development ready plan for the open space and buildable space along the riverfront. 
· Lake Craig / Azalea park project – Review went to P&Z on Wednesday and passed. 
Robert Griffin provided information about the City’s dilapidated structure ordinances and minimum housing codes. 
· Minimum housing codes address primarily residential buildings, but include some commercial structures. Before a structure can be torn down, a title search must occur, followed by notification to the owner, a hearing, and a 60 day minimum waiting period for demolition. 
· Monson stated that Police work closely with the city’s Homeless Advisor to provide outreach and support to the homeless during area cleanup activities. 
· Torno asked what options are available to address smaller nuisance situations such as trash accumulation. Griffin stated that fines and penalties can be issued to property owners if there are health or safety violations.  No statutes exist to address messy properties if no health or safety problem exists. 
Rachel Larson, a representative from the WECAN neighborhood, provided information about the WECAN bridge proposal which has been submitted to the Asheville Design Center as a potential project for their summer design build internship program. 
· The bridge design is for the creek/culvert adjacent to Jean Webb Park. This bridge could help enhance pedestrian connections for planned greenways.
· [bookmark: h.gjdgxs]The City’s Public Works Director has signed off on the project; however, permits would need to be obtained in a timely manner in order to obtain the City’s support. 
· Meek stated that existing floodways and liability would need to be seriously considered.
· Hitchcock made a motion to support the AARRC Letter of Support for the project. Morosani seconded. The motion passed unanimously. 
· Morosani stated that the Commission should research more projects that utilize volunteers. 
ANNOUNCEMENTS:
· Bike Love has invited the AARRC to an event at the Isis Restaurant and Music Hall at 743 Haywood Road on February 23 from 6 to 9pm. Stephanie Monson will be presenting the RADTIP map to the group. AARRC will distribute the website card and rack cards. 
· New Belgium Brewing has invited the AARRC to an open house at the Isis on March 7 at 5:30 pm. 
· The Creative Sector Summit will be held March 6, 7 and 8, 2013. The purpose of this event is to stimulate creative placemaking and arts based economic development in the area. The first few sessions will be developer based. 
· Stephanie Monson will send out information about this event. 
· The next AARRC float trip will be April 20. Specific times will be determined at a later date. 
PUBLIC COMMENT:
· Kate O’Hara stated that she is compiling information about brownfield sites in the strategic plan area. She will be providing the Commission with links and information about that for the new blog page. 
Meeting adjourned at 5:09 pm.



