Asheville Area Riverfront Redevelopment Commission Meeting
March 14, 2013
Location: Asheville Area Chamber of Commerce Board Room

Member Attendees:  Chair Pattiy Torno; Vice Chair Joe Ferikes; Terry Meek; Woodfin Mayor Jerry Vehaun; Dan Hitchcock; George Morosani; Peter Sprague; Ricky Silver; Asheville City Councilman Jan Davis; Karl Koon; Cindy Weeks; David King; Pam Turner;
Absent from meeting: Stephanie Brown
Staff: Shannon Capezzali; Stephanie Monson; City Attorney Bob Oast; City Manager Gary Jackson
Other attendees: Kate O’Hara; City Finance Director Lauren Bradley; Asheville Police Department representatives; Tom Gallaher; Timothy Sadler; Julie Spalla


Chair Pattiy Torno opened the meeting at 4:04 pm.

ADMINISTRATIVE:
· The meeting has a quorum. 
· A motion was made by Vehaun to adopt the February minutes. Seconded by Hitchcock. The motion passed unanimously. 
· Welcome to New Board Member David King. A new member orientation was held earlier for both David King and Peter Sprague. 
· City Staff will conduct a survey of AARRC Commissioners to determine attendance at the proposed April 20, 2013 Bus tour and Float Trip. 
· Pattiy Torno will present information about the AARRC’s activities to City Council on April 9. Commissioners are encouraged to attend this meeting. 
· The AARRC Annual Retreat will be held either the 3rd or 4th Friday in June. The proposed retreat will include a one day trip to downtown Greenville, SC beginning with a boxed lunch, meetings with informative partners, a walk from downtown to the riverfront and around the riverfront with drinks & dinner on the river. Meetings may be arranged with individuals from the public and private sector, as well as with an architect design firm that works in the area. Commissioners are encouraged to provide feedback during retreat planning. Some of the questions that the Commission will seek to answer include the following: How did the City pay for the riverfront improvements; How did they maintain a 20 year plan; How they were able to connect their downtown to the riverfront; How have they been able to streamline their development processes 
· Stephanie Monson will research whether Greenville has a group like the AARRC 
· The River District Design Committee will be invited to join in the retreat. 
· This retreat will be in lieu of the June meeting. 
· City staff will conduct a survey to determine which dates are best

OLD BUSINESS:

Stephanie Monson provided the following update
· RADTIP - The RADTIP poster was presented to the public at the recent Bike Love event and at the West Asheville Business Association meeting. The poster was used to get public input about the Riverside Drive Strategic Plan. It will be presented at the East West Asheville Neighborhood Association March 20th meeting.  
· The City will be refining RADTIP design drawings and identifying properties to acquire. Truck movements from the Craven Street bridge and under the Norfolk Southern bridge will be evaluated. 
· $50 thousand dollars was received in 2012 to fund the rehabilitation of the 14 Riverside Drive building. Only a few public meetings will be held for this project. Instead, the City will obtain public input at existing meetings, such as the Creative Sector Summit. City Staff is requesting that Commissioners identify the groups they are associated with and provide information about meetings that staff should attend. 
· Ice House – Quotes are being obtained to have the site leveled for use as temporary parking. 
· WECAN Bridge – The City is proposing to partner with The Asheville Design Center’s Summer Intern Design/Build Program to connect 14 Riverside Drive to the Jean Webb Park by building a pedestrian bridge. A decision will be made by Monday. 
· Lake Craig/ Azalea – An update about this project is now available on the City’s website. Due to a recently introduced bill in the state legislature which amends the Sullivan Act, there is uncertainty about available funds for this project. 

NEW BUSINESS:

Ad Hoc Committee Report
· Pattiy Torno provided information about the new Ad Hoc Committee protocol. All Committees are able to include non-AARRC members as long as there is at least one Commissioner involved.  
· New Belgium - Ferikes provided information about last weeks New Belgian Open House at the Isis Theater.
· Clean Up Crew –The Clean Up Crew will meet for the first time next week, will tour the riverfront, and will provide a report at the next meeting. 
· Website – The City’s website contains a section for the AARRC. The Commission would like to have all AARRC meeting minutes and resolutions archived on the site or through FTP. Blog updates, community news, and more public-oriented information will continue to be posted to the AVLRiverfront.com site. Meeting next week with the EDC to explore a more development focused Riverfront presence on their website.
· Smokestack/ Bike Trip – The topic of lighting the smokestack was discussed. The 2014 Bike Trip is being considered. A company could be hired to set up the event and manage the fundraising aspect. The trip would be a pleasure ride to include highlights of historical and architectural features of the area. 

Other Updates
· Lauren Bradley presented information about the City of Asheville’s newly defined Economic Development Strategy. The support of the AARRC is critical in helping this new strategy gain more widespread support. 
· A motion was made by Weeks to support the COA Economic Development and Community Investment Initiative. Seconded by Morosani. The motion passed unanimously. 
· Morosani stated that the Thompson Street property is under development and needs to be rezoned. 
· The Asheville Police Department provided an update on the APD’s protocol related to homeless campsites on private and public land. The police department makes efforts to connect homeless individuals with resources when they are being asked to leave private property. Law enforcement may be used to evict campers if they refuse to leave voluntarily. Property owners are encouraged to provide a ‘No Trespass letter’ to the APD so that Officers are able to evict trespassers. The APD non-emergency phone number should be used to report illegal campsites. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

· Next month’s agenda will include a presentation about floodplain and flood management issues from John Gerber, State Coordinator for the National Flood Insurance Program.  Industry leaders, including CIBO, The Board of Realtors, the Insurance community, as well as City & County department directors will be invited to attend.

Meeting adjourned at 5:41 pm. 

